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The years of his early manhood were certainly
troubled. He fought in the Low Countries, and
killed an enemy in single combat between the
lines, taking " spolia opima " from him. Back
in London in his early playwriting days he several
times got into serious difficulties. He was im-
prisoned in 1597 for his share in " The Isle of
Dogs." In 1598 he was indicted for killing the
actor, Gabriel Spencer, in self-defence, forfeited
his goods and was branded on the thumb. In
1605 he was in trouble over Eastward Ho, which
contained low jokes about the Scotch. In 1606
he was cited for recusancy as *' a poet " who " is
by fame a seducer of youthe to ye popishe
Religion." Turbulent in manner he always re-
mained, but time brought him fame, honour, and
tolerance. He became Poet Laureate, with a
pension and a royal allowance of Canary (always
the chief inspirer of his Muse) ; he was on intimate
terms with many great persons at court; he was
City Chronologer; he was a close friend of the
most learned persons of his time; he was the
acknowledged king of the theatre; and, at the
Devil, the Sun, and other taverns, he reigned
unchallenged over the younger poets, encouraging
and helping the deferential, crushing the rebellious
with his great voice and his mutton-fist, an old
man with a blotched face, flashing eyes, a grey
beard, and a " mountain belly," who combined
the personal habits of a Falstaff with the learning
of a Scaliger and the lyricism, occasionally peeping
out, of a Herrick.
There is quite enough material for a convincing
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